[3H]paroxetine binding to platelets of patients with social phobia: comparison to patients with panic disorder and healthy volunteers.
Recent studies suggest that serotonergic functioning may be aberrant in patients with social phobia. Capacity of the serotonin (5-HT) transporter, as determined by 3H-paroxetine binding, was measured in 18 drug-free patients with generalized social phobia and compared to 15 drug-free patients with panic disorder and 23 healthy control subjects. The density (Bmax) and affinity (1/Kd) of 3H-paroxetine binding sites was similar in all three groups. To the extent that the serotonin transporter in platelets and neurons is comparable, these findings suggest that this aspect of serotonergic function is normal in patients with social phobia.